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Forward to Working Class Power!


Dear Comrades/Friends

Re: Urgent Appeal to the working class, working class organizations and democratically-minded sympathisers to support WIVL’s participation in the 2009 general Elections in South Africa

The WIVL has decided to contests the 2009 elections at national level. We call on working class activists, -organizations and sympathisers to support us in this campaign of further exposure of parliament. The mere fact that we will be the only group engaging in revolutionary exposure of parliament means that the bourgeoisie and their agents will put every obstacle in the way of our participation. This means, as they have done in the past, the Electoral Commission is likely to put prohibitively high deposits as a means of sidelining us. In 2003 the deposits were set at R150 000 for national level and R30 000 per province. This meant having to have R420 000 (about $42 000) just to get on the ballot. We think that they may hike this even further this time around. Further, the mass media is likely to give little or no coverage to activities and protests organised by us. Thus we would have to generate our own media across the country.

This means that enormous resources are needed for our campaign of exposure of parliament, while at the same time building structures of resistance to capitalist exploitation, primarily branches of the WIVL, across the country. 

We differ from all parliamentary parties in that they are chasing votes, trying to become part of the system. For us, if we can get sufficient votes to send some agitators into parliament to help further unmask it, this will be useful. For other parties, after the elections they fold up their machinery- spend the next period going back on their promises, start building connections with big capital, until the next election in 5 years time when they realise they need to chase for votes once more. For WIVL, it is different; on the day of the elections and immediately thereafter we will intensify the exposure of parliament; hopefully with the help of a few agitators in parliament, but mostly through mass action campaigns outside of parliament. 

A key aspect of the current campaigns we have launched is that food, jobs and adequate housing for all can only come through the working class in power. The working class would not be able to take power through parliament but rather against it. We have also launched a 365-day campaign for womens’ rights. We need to organise visits and mass actions in all corners of the country, possibly even visiting neighbouring countries.

By the time the Electoral Commission makes its announcement of the new deposits needed it may be too late to raise the funds just to get on the ballot paper. Overall we feel we need a minimum of R1 million ($100 000) for the campaign. We believe this is achievable. It means 100 000 workers each giving R10 or more. [For workers in other countries, this could be roughly taken as each worker giving 1 Euro, or $1 or 1 pound]. However, any contribution, large or small is most welcome. We call on workers in workplaces and working class communities to make collection lists and to give contributors proof of deposit of the relevant amounts.

The divisions within the ruling party is underpinned by frustrations of the masses not being met. The leadership of the 2 fractions are fighting for the crumbs from the imperialist masters’ table. The masses have begun to look past the ANC. Developments like this come rarely in history. Let us seize the moment and advance revolutionary politics by a thousand, if not a million steps. Already hundreds of workers are now joining WIVL, a first for our existence.

This election campaign is not only the responsibility of the working class in South Africa but of all working class fighters and supporters around the globe. A mass revolutionary WIVL is already a reality but this rapid development needs urgent support. Political consolidation and extension of groundwork is urgently needed. We thus appeal to supporters locally and internationally to help make revolutionary participation and exposure of the 2009 elections possible. A mass revolutionary vanguard party is within touching distance. 

Funds may be deposited directly into our account:

Name of account: 	Workers International Vanguard League (WIVL)
Bank: 			First National Bank
Branch code:		201609
Type:			cheque
Account number: 	50080016832

For international deposits the SWIFT code FIRNZAJJ should be used with the above details.

Where possible, email us or fax or post us a note of the amount and date of deposit. 


A luta continua!
Build a mass revolutionary WIVL! 
Forward to revolutionary exposure of parliament!
Forward to the rebuilding of the Fourth International!
Forward to Working class power!
Forward to Socialism!

Yours in struggle

……………………
SHAHEED MAHOMED
General Secretary, WIVL
Ph [27]822020617; Ph [27]214476777
Fax [27]880214476777

